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EARLY 



SEJ^IN 1608, Captain John Smith 
explored and mapped the Chesa- 
peake Bay and its tributaries. Lord 
Baltimore visited Virginia in 1628 
and, in all probability, explored this 
area, sinee he later obtained a 
grant on it. 

St. Mary's was settled in 1634 and 
Baltimore County was established 
in 1659, At that time, the area 
covered by Baltimore County in- 
cluded what is now Carroll and 
Harford Counties and large parts 
of Anne Arundel, Howard and 
Frederick Counties, 

There were quite a few families 
living in Baltimore County in 1659. 
One was that of Detmar and Reuska 
Stansbury (Stands bury, Stansbor- 
ough, Stemborough) and their 
small son, Tobias, who arrived as 
immigrants in 1658. 1 At present, 
we do nnt know the date of the 
patent granted the Stansburys nor 
exactly where the ground was 
located. We do know there were 
Stansbnrys in the Patapsco Neck 
and Back River Neck sections dur- 
ing the middle and laic 1600V We 
also know that Tobias, son of Det- 
mar and Reuska Stansbury, ob- 
tained a patent on 100 acres of 
ground known as POPLAR NECK 
in 1670, when he was just 17 years 
of age. 

A 3,000 acre patent was granted 
Thomas Lytfoot on October 26, 
1686 and on November 7, 1686 (12 
days later), 200 of these acres were 
surveyed by a Thomas Scudamore 
for Tobias Stansbury, although 
this patent was not recorded until 
1744. These 200 acres were known 
as WESTWOOD and, according to 




a photostat of the patent in our 
possession, it was located between 
the "East side of Middle River and 
the W est side of said river known as 
North East Branch". This wording 
is confusing and could be taken two 
ways, (1) that the ground between 
Middle River and the North East 
Branch (now Essex) was then 
known as WESTWOOD: and (2) 
that the North East Branch was a 
branch of "said river", that is 
Middle River", since it is the only 
river mentioned. This. we know, is 
incorrect, since it is a branch of 
Back River. It is possible the deed 
wrongly indicated Middle River 
and the land actually laid between 
the East side of Back River and the 
West side of North East Branch, or 
the section now known as Chesaco 
Park. This seems to be borne out 



HISTORY 

by another paten I obtained by Luke 
Stansbury, son of Tobias, wbicb 
indicates' WESTWOOD was lo- 
cated at the "head of Back River 
and West side of North East 
Branch* \ 

In addition to WESTWOOD, 
Luke Stansbury obtained patents 
on the sections known as LOTT. 
FOREST. SAMSONS ANGLES, 
SAMSONS ADDITION, ADDI- 
TION TO WESTWOOD, and 
others. 

In the Back River Neck section, 
patents were obtained by members 
of the Stansburv families on BAL- 
LESTONES, - STANSBURYS 
CLAIM, STANSBURYS INHERIT- 
ANCE, STRIFE and a ^reat many 
others. 

In 1865, the home of Carvtlle S. 
Stansbury, located in Back River 
Neck, burned. The mansion had 
been in his family around 200 years, 
which dates it to approximately 
1665. 2 

A great deal of time and research 
is required in tracing old records, 
as most are located in Annapolis 
and St. Mary's, However, as time 
goes on, we intend to delve more 
deeply into the history of the Stans- 
bury family which included at 
least two Generals, General Tobias 
Stansbury and General John E. 
Stansbury; a minister , Rev. Tobias 
Stansbury, minister of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, on whose 
/arm, located in Patapsco Neck, 
General Ross was killed in the War 
of IS 12; and Elijah Stansbury\ 
Mayor of Baltimore City. 



1. -The .[off, rtonian. Si/pt. I'A. 

2, ^%&ffV— Hittitfy Ot 'Bull hun t: < ] ity and County 
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This publication on the 60th An- 
niversary of the Essex Area, 
reflects the Heritage of the com- 
munity. This first souvenir pub- 
lication would make an excellent 
gift to friends and relatives, and 
to sons and husbands in the 
service of our country, to acquaint 
them with our small contribution 
to the Heritage of our country. 




baltimoreorless.com (scan courtesy of Bobbie Rich Bell) 



PHOTO i 04 kiiisi lot J it-: wimii) 





PHOTO COfRTESY 



PHOTO 

RE11EMBERMCES 



I . Boll from Vigilant Fire De> 
partmcnt Tower (1917). 2. 
Northeast corner of Mace and 
Eastern Avenues {1909). 3. First 
residence built in Essex by Mr. 
& Mrs. J. Schuster (1909). 4. 
Ford Agency in Essex <1929). 5. 
Soapbox Rare (1 947). 6, Vigilant 
Fire Department (1917). 7. Es- 
sex A* C. Baseball Team (19 ). 
8. Confection store corner East- 
ern Avenue and Riversitle Drive 
(19 ). 9. Vigilant Fire Depart- 
ment (19 ). 10, Looking West 
on Eastern Ave. (1 91 0). 
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ESSEX 

ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL 



UK FIRST KSSEX Srlmnl was npened in 
January 1913 with 28 pupils. The building, 
located at the corner of Eastern and Taylor 
Avenues, was originally built as a sample house and 
was used as a Real Estate office. 

Miss Branford Gist, principal, arranged with the 
Essex Methodist Church, then located on the opposite 
Cottier of Eastern and Taylor Avenues, to rent their 
basement in 1915 to accommodate more children. 

In 1918, the school was relocated in the portable 
schools at Dorsey and Woodward Drive. 

By 1925, the portables were so crowded, the new 
school was opened at Mace and Franklin Avenues. An 
addition was added to this school in 1942, Ml 




wm 



January 1913, this building became 1st School with 28 pupils. 




First grade at Essex School — 1 91 8 -Teacher, Mrs. Smith 

This aerial photo of Essex was taken in 1 927 under the direction of the Essex School P.T.A. Of particular interest are (I ) First 
grocery store built in 1 91 0, (2) Mace Ave, (3) Essex Elem, School built in 1 925 (4) First Home built in 1 909, (5) Essex Methodist 
Church, (6) Sample house which became firs! school in 1 91 3,(7) Eastern Avenue and (8) St. John's Lutheran Church. 
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Middle River was a "wilderness of farm s and swamps*" 1 when in 1892 William Louis 
Smith (in the inset) built there the hotel that is shown above. Farmers, fishermen 
and a traveling magic lantern show were patrons. 

Middle River As A 
5-FamiIy Town' 




By Mrs. Edith 
(Reprinted from the Sunday 

IDDLE RIVER S families 
— and houses — could be 
counted on one hand back 

in 1892V 

The family names were Jeffers, 
Hughes, Kim met, Heldorfer and 
Smith. 

The widow Kimmel and her son 
made up the third family; they oper* 
ated a tiny grocery two blocks south 
of the station but on the west side 
of the tracks. The George Heldorf 
ers kept a saloon at what is now the 
comer of Eastern avenue road and 
Harrison boulevard. And my par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. William Louis 
Smith, operated the only hotel in 
fct town." 

The Smith Hotel was situated on 
the west side of the tracks, almost 
directly across from the station. My 
father built it in the Spring of '92. A 
wounded Civil War veteran who had 
been a hotel keeper in Anne Arundel 
county, he'd seen a real-estate ad- 
vertisement proclaiming that a vast 
development to be called Middleton 
would be built in the Middle River 
area. 

M> mother scoffed. Who'd want 
t«» build anything in that wilderness 
drms and swamps? My father 
-did that even if no de\elopment 



Smith As her 

Sun- November 28, 1 954) 

came through he'd have plenty of 
business. He argued that Middle 
River was a great fishing hole, and 
if there was a good hotel there, he 
could get customers in droves. 

Middleton did not materialize. 
But my father's hunch was a good 
one. On week ends during fishing 
season, every bed in the seven 
hotel rooms was occupied — and 
extra beds were put up. The bar was 
crowded and so was the dining 
room, where, fur 50 cents, the ang- 
lers got huge chicken dinners. 

Although there was nothing in the 
neighborhood of Middle River ex- 
cept farms — Stenuners Run and 
Rengies were even smaller than our 
town, and Essex didn't exist — 
there was plenty of business during 
the week. Farmers, after doing bus- 
iness at the post office which was 
operated by my fat Iter in the hotel, 
came into the bar. Salesmen would 
stop in for a night. A couple of 
times some people who operated a 
traveling magic -lan tern show were 
guests. For some years county Re- 
publicans held rallies at the hotel, 
too. 

And 1 recall that when telephone 
lines were going through around 
the turn of the century, we put up 



three dozen workers for one winter 
at $6 per week per man. At noon. I 
recall, my father carried wash boil- 
ers of soup and coffee and boxes of 
sandwiches out to their work site, 

Fra glad I grew up in Middle 
River. Isolated as it was, there was 
plenty to do. There was fishing and 
crabbing and swimming in the clear 
waters of the river itself. There were 
husking bees on the Wilkinson, Ed 
wards and Hughes farms, all of 
them on the present Martin land; I 
can still taste the big farm suppers 
and hear the music of the fiddles as 
the young people danced. 

We learned our ABC's at Orenf s 
School, the one-room public school 
that was a mile's walk from home 
between Middle River and Stem- 
mers Run. Miss Sarah Pielert was 
the teacher there. One of my class- 
mates and close friends, Doris Mill- 
ing, is a prominent citizen in the 
town today. Now she's Mrs. Doris 
Gross, the Middle River librarian. 

By the time the new century ar- 
rived Middle Rivci was growing — 
although why, 1 can't say. I suppose 
there were a dozen new residents by 
1900, including the community's be- 
loved doctor for so many years, Dr. 
Harrison. He had the first telephone 
in town, 1 remember, Harrison 
boulevard, is named for him. 

After 1900 1 commuted to Inwn 
every day to study at the State 
Normal School, then Incited at 
Carroll ton and Lafayette avenues, 
I took the train; my father wouldn't 
allow me to take the streetcar which 
paralleled Eastern avenue, then a 
shell road. He didn't like the street- 
car because it passed by Hollywood 
Park, an amusement center at the 
north end of the Rack River bridge. 
He didn't like it for several reasons, 
one of which was that he had 
actually seen a woman chewing 
gum there! 

When I graduated in 1904 1 be- 
gan a thirteen-year tour as the 
teacher at the public school at 
Bengies. It was in 1917 that 1 
moved with my mother into the city. 
Dad had died in 1911, hut she had 
kept on with the hotel. Then in 1917 
the railroad bought it so a siding 
could be put in on its site. That 
never happened. Later, the rail- 
road sold the site for houses that 
are now surrounded by a thriv- 
ing community. 



f) 
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Historical Sketch of 

BACK RIVER 
METHODIST CHURCH 

Informal inn received from Mrs. Herbert Dieckman 

I HE RESIDENTS of Back River Neck, most of 
I whom were farmers, had no place to worship 
I nearer than Orems M.E. Church, which was 
about eight miles away. Since this was the era of the 
horse and buggy\ it was considered quite a long drive. 
About the year 1870, the residents with some aid from 
the county built a school house on the site of the pres- 
ent Back River Neck School- This was also used as a 
place of worship* 

About 1882. efforts to begin services again were 
successful and through the cooperation and leadership 
of Rev. W. V*. Hedges, pastor of the Great Falls Cfrctifl 
of the M.E- Church, and the junior pastor. Rev, Charles 
Bryan, services were held regularly every two weeks, 
with the pastor and junior pastor alternating. 

The work continued to grow in interest, although 
few in number. Then a committee was formed under 
the leadership of the pastor to plan fur a building in 
which tn worship. 

The building was erected by Mr. John Shaffer with 
the assistance of Mr. Hax. a carpenter. Before the fram- 
ing was finished, the farmers went tn Baltimore on 
March 7, 1888 and hauled all the necessary mill work 
from W. D. Gill. This included doors, frames, win- 
dows, flooring, wainscoting, etc. The wainscoting was 
used instead of plaster for the walls and ceiling. The 
equipment and furnishings of the new building con- 
sisted of kerosene lamps for lighting, a large coal or 

w i burning stove for heating, window shades were 

hung at all windows, a raised platform with lecturn and 
altar rail, an organ and sufficient pews for the audi- 
torium. 

The church was dedicated August 12. 1888. The 
name selected was Back River M.E. Church and was 
officially connected with and served by the ministers 
of the Great Falls Circuit. This section automatically 
admitted it to the Baltimore Conference of the M.E- 
Chureh. The dedication sermon was preached by Rev. 
William Herbert of Caroline St. M.E. Church. Balti- 
more. His subject was taken from Psalm 122 and part 

SECOND CHURCH- 1926. Actually the first church was 
raised and a room built under it. 




BACK RIVER METHODIST CHURCH- 1 888 

of the sixth verse: 'They shall prosper thai love Thee". 

The Sunday School grew too large for the building 
ami it became evident that another room must be 
added. It was decided to raise the building and build a 
room under it. This necessitated jacking the building 
high enough to give head room, then enclosing the 
room with a concrete block foundation. Mr. John 
Wright agreed to do the work and as a result, a large 
well -Ugh ted room was available. 

On Sundaj morning. February 2(k Mr/il evrryone 
was horrified to see the church building on fire. In 
one hour's time, nothing remained but a smouldering 
mass of ashes. A few chairs were salvaged but all else 
was a total loss. 

Expressions of sympathy came from many sources, 
together with i in mediate offers of assistance to fin- 
ance a new and better building. The first offer re- 
ceived was from Mrs. Frederick Josenhans to use her 
hall as a place of worship until the new building was 
ready. The new building was completed and dedicated 
in September 1928. By 1938 additional room was 
needed and a room was added to the back of the pres- 
ent building, 

In 1939. the name was changed to Back River Meth- 
odist Church, as a result of the uniting of three branches 
of Methodism. 

The Back River Chinch differs somewhat from tie- 
average church because the attendance increases dur- 
ing the summer season. Many shore residents desire to 
attend church and there is always a spirit of welcome 
here. 

THIRD and CURRENT CHURCH — Built and dedicated in 
.September 1 928. 




HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF BACK RIVER NECK 
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Sgjjuere leatnen . reas Kin ned 
men who were known as "Tillers 
of the soil". These bidiaiXS, the 
YaeaHSJltJtJSi .Nanticokes. and Mat- 
taw as. were peaceful due, mainly, 
to the humane laws of the Culverts. 

In our early days, areas were 
known as parishes. A parish was 
divided into "'hundreds" and once 
a year a levy tax list was made of 
the taxable residents of each hun- 
dred. Taxable residents were all 
free residents who owned fifty 
acres of land or a "visible estate*" 
of not less than forty pounds. These 
tax-payers were called upon by the 
sheriff to appear at the courthouse 
to choose delegates to the General 
Assembly, 

There were no formal churches 
or schools. The circuit rider would 
come as often as possible and 
prayer meetings were held in river 
cabins. By 1774, the population had 
grown so extensively, that a church 
was needed. Land was deeded and 
the first Methodist Church in this 
country was founded on Orems 
Road. Its" minister, Francis As- 
bury, became our first bishop. 

Along the beautiful shores of 
Back River was found Paradise 
Farm belonging to E. Taylor. The 
old colonial farmhouse was sur- 
rounded by rolling countryside. In 
1860-1, it was rented to Mr. Tuteh- 
ton. 

Ten years after Cove Point 
opened, part of the land was sold 
for St. Stephens African Methodist 
Episcopal Church which was 
erected on the corner of Back River 
Neck Road and Old Eastern Ave- 
nue. The church and cemetery still 
stand. 

The post office was located at the 
Stammers Run Station of the Penn- 
sylvania, Wilmington and Balti- 
more Railroad. The population was 
approximately 350. The Locust 
Grove Iron Furnace, which pro- 
vided arms for the war, managed to 
employ about 100 hands. A store 
owned by the Walters Brothers was 
opened across from the church and 
the post office was moved there. 



Janet Reeling — (former teacher at Mars 

The Philadelphia Road is one of 
the oldest highways into the city. 
It was an indian trail which was 
surveyed in 1787 by John Eager 
Howard. It was called the Old Post 
Road and mail was carried over it 
by stages betw r een Washington and 
New York, Many visitors travelled 
to Washington by stagecoach and 
General Washington often rode to 
the Continental Congress in Phil- 
adelphia. This road was chosen be* 
cause it was the shortest route be- 
tween Philadelphia and Baltimore 
with fewer dangerous places and 
hills to mount. It has also been 
called the Great Eastern. Along 
this route weary travellers stopping 
at an inn or tavern would read a 
bill of fare such as: 



Tavern Rates 

FIXED BY THE COURT 
ON OLD POST ROAD 

Hot Dinner with beer or cider — 

2 shillings 
Cold Dinner with beer or eider — 

/ shilling, 6 pence 
Breakfast or supper with j^reen lea 
1 shilling, 6 pence. 



Farther out on these roads are 
many pleasant farms and country 
residences. The quality of the soil 
lends itself to the cultivation of 
vegetables and fruits (truck farm- 
ing). The roads were laid with 
oyster shells which, pulverizing 
under the heels of vehicles and 
hoofs of horses, formed a bed of un- 
surpassed smoothness and solidity. 

The shell road led from the city 
to Back River through charming 
scenery at the heads of inlets of 
the bay. There are numerous public 
resorts and the drive is very pop- 
ular with the people of the city. 

In 1888, because of the growth of 
population, Back River Methodist 
Church was built. 

In 1895, during the period called 
the "Gay Nineties", the trolley 
line from the city was extended to 
Back River Bridge. Hollywood Park, 
sort of an oasis at the end of the car 
line, was built for local recreation 
and picnics. 



Estates) 

In 1907, the store on the corner 
of Back River Neck Road and Old 
Eastern Avenue was sold to Fred- 
erick Josenhans, an outsider from 
the city. His official trademark be- 
came "The Busy Corner — The Bee- 
hive of Industry". To this day, this 
area is known as "Josenhans' 
Corner". Soon a building was con- 
structed which served as a livery 
stable while upstairs was a com- 
munity hall in which were held 
social and political meetings, and a 
dance studio called the Ross vi lie 
Academy. The post office at this 
time was located at Rossville. 

This was known as the horse and 
buggy day. A popular vehicle of 
this time was the Phaeton Wagon 
which was used to carry people 
from the trolley line, which was ex- 
tended to Middle River, to the 
pleasure shores. With the advent of 
automobiles, gasoline tanks were 
added to the store and a jitney* bus 
replaced the Phaeton Wagon (*Jit 
means nickel — the fare was five 
cents). A woman, Lil Klima, brought 
the first ones to Baltimore and be- 
came known as " Jitney Lil", 

The site upon which Mars Estates 
School now stands was once an ice 
pond belonging to the Horn berg 
family, for whom its street was 
named. 

Soon there was need of a larger 
school so, in 1908, a "new" two- 
room schoolhouse was opened. 
There was one teacher for eight 
classes, approximately fifty chil- 
dren. Attendance at school was sea- 
sonal. During planting and harvest- 
ing season, the children were 
needed at home. In wintertime, the 
roads were impassable. Often the 
children walked to school, their feet 
wrapped in heavy sacks. Before 
and after school, boys would de- 
liver papers and mail over the ice 
on skates. 

For entertainment, the young 
people would travel to different 
houses for parties, dancing to 
bands, the gram a phone or the 
player piano. 




baltimoreorless.com (scan courtesy of Bobbie Rich Bell) 




ESSEX WAR MEMORIAL- MAY 2, 1948 



Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Keiser: Mr. & 
Mrs. Melvin D. Lindsay; Mr. John 
Roth and Mrs. Anna Walters. 

Archie K. Price was chairman of 
the parade which preceded the 
dedication. Some of the participants 
in the parade, which began at the 
east end of Back River Bridge and 
disbanded al Stuart Street, were: 
State and County Motorcycle 
Police; The U. S. Marine Band: The 
115th Inf. Reg. H.Q. Companv of 
the Maryland National Guard from 
Towson; The 327th Army Band. 
Color Guard and Firing Squad from 
Edge wood Chemical Arsenah The 
American Legion Band,; Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel Band: the 29th 
Drum & Bugle Corp. sponsored by 



mander Veterans Foreign Wars: 
John McGuire, Judge Advocate- 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel CWV Post 
706 and William J. DeWitt, Com- 
mander -Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
CWV. The Invocation was given by 
Rev. Leo Techlenberg of St. Johns 
Lutheran Church: the Dedicatory 
Prayer by Rev. John Schauer of 
Zion Evan. Lutheran Church and 
the Dedicatory address by William 
C. Wright, State Chaplain of the 
Veterans Foreign Wars. 

The Memorial Service was read 
by Rev. John Veiasco of the Trinity 
Protestant Episcopal Church. As 
Master of Ceremonies J. William 
McAvoy called out the 18 names on 
tht* Memorial, 18 girls from the 



ESSEX WAR MEMORIAL 



THE ESSEX WAR MEMORIAL 
was dedicated on Sunday, May 2, 
1948, in memory of 18 Essex boys 
who were killed in World War II, 
These boys were: Adam Amend; 
Robert S. Dean; Joseph H. Dotter- 
weich: C. Hessenaur; Melvin H. 
Lindsay: Theodore P. Merling; 
William H. Hitter, Jr.: Andrew J. 
Wermsdorfer: Frank J, Rutowski; 
Robert R. Bennett, Jr.: George C. 
Dehne; J. Griffith, George E. 
Krueger: Waller Lamka: Earl E. 
Martin: Henry H. Srhwinn: Wil- 
liam Weiderman and Joseph C. 
Welker, 

The Bar re, Vt. granite memorial, 
"ALTAR OF FREEDOM", de~ 
signed and executed by Frank E. 
Ham maker of Towson, is 14 feet 
high and 8 feet across its base. 
Within the corners (one is a copper 
box containing a scroll bearing the 
names of over 800 Essex Veter- 
ans, a bible and other momentos. 
It is erected on a plot of ground 
leased from the Young Men's 
Democratic Club for lc for a period 
of "99 years plus 99 years". 

Donations for the memorial and 
an Endowment Fund for mainten- 
ance were raised by the Essex 
Memorial Assn., Inc., formed in 
1946 under the leadership of 
Neeley Hurley. Workers on the 
fund raising were: Mrs. Elizabeth 
Crusse; Mr. & Mrs. Louis Engle; 
Mr. William S. George: Mrs. Lil- 
lian Hughes: Mr. Neeley Hurley: 



Essex Memorial VFW Post 2621; 
fire trucks from Arbutus, Ro seel ale, 
Middleborough and Rockaway 
Beach, as well as numerous other 
civic groups. 

junior Ft* rest Rangers George E. 
Larrimore (than 18) and Frank A. 
Baltusis (then 15) were Honor 
Guards on each side of the Memor- 
ial during the ceremonies, which 
were broadcast over Station WSID, 
Essex. 

Master of Ceremonies was J. 
William McAvoy and speakers 
were Charles Buscher. State Corn- 



Essex Youth Center, dressed in 
white, one by one placed a long- 
stemmed carnation at the base of 
the monument. Three volleys were 
fired by a squad of soldiers from 
the Maryland Military District and 
the Benediction was given by Rev. 
Francis Wagner, Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel Church. 

Each year, on Memorial Day. 
services are held here by the 
various Veterans organizations. 
Flowers are placed throughout the 
year by Connelly's and Br udzin ski's 
Funeral Homes, i>. 



IIEDl CATION -ESSEX WAR MEMORIAL- MAY 2, 1948; Mr. Harry Feldner, of 
Franklin Avenue-Essex, donated this picture to the Heritage Society. He took it 
from the roof of his father-in-law's hardware store (IVlilke's). Mr. Feldner works for 
the News- American and was responsible for the news items on the Essex War Mem- 
orial which appeared in the paper at that time. 
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MOUNT 
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HE RECORDS OF Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel 
Church begin with the Bap- 
tism of Frances Victoria Dougherty 
the daughter of Edward Dougherty 
and Florence Hawkins on Novem- 
ber 14, 1893, The Baptism was ad- 
ministered by Father Carry li W. 
Currier who came to the new mis- 
sion in Middle River from Saint 
Joseph^, Fuller tun, Maryland each 
Sunday. The first wedding per- 
formed in the newly founded parish 
was that of Charles Mohr and Maria 
Haut on February 6, 1894. 

The parish was mainly composed 
of (Term an stock. The second pastor 
was Father George Tragesser why 
was followed by Father Francis 
Wurmen berg. The fourth Pastor 
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was Father Francis Flanigan. Dur- 
ing these years the parish grew 
very slowly and was still mainly 
rural in nature. 

Father John Connelly was the 
fifth Pastur. He was followed by a 
man who was to have a major part 
in molding the parish into a large 
self supporting suburban Parish. 
This man was Monsignor Nicholas 
Jaselli. The period of his Pastorate 
covers a period from 1919 to 1949. It 
was during his pastorate that the 
small wooden church which stood 
where the present hedges and lawn 
are, was torn down and the corner 
stone of the lower church and bell 
tower was laid on October 3, 1920. 
The present upper church was 
added hi 1937. 

In 1925 the first section of the 
Parish Elementary School was built 
containing four classrooms and an 
auditorium. The first class grad- 
uated in 1927. Sister Philomena was 
the principal. The class was com- 
posed of six boys and five girls: 
Earl Hughes, Edward Kedjeski, 
Walter Grebe, William Kraft, John 
Pfeiffer, Francis Jones, Thelma 
Helldorfer, Catherine McVey, 
Amelia Freidel, Katherine Arms- 
worthy, and Anna Kroning (Sister 
Francis Joseph O.S.F.) The second 
principal of the school was Sister 
Ludelphus. 

The Pastorate of Monsignor Jas- 
elli was followed by that of Monsig- 
nor C. Carroll Kerr who began the 
construction of the long awaited 
High School in 1958. The school re- 
ceived its first class of students in 
September 1959 uf 85 Freshmen. 
There were two teachers Sister 
Leonita, Principal and Sister 
Carmel Joseph. Monsignor Kerr 
died before he ever saw the build - 
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ing which he planned in use. Final 
arrangements were made by the 
new Pastor Father John Murphy 
who added the gymnasium in 1962. 
In June of 1963 Father John Murphy 
was elevated to the title of ''Rt. 
Rev. Monsignor." 

The Flementary School now com- 
prises three sections with a stu- 
dent enrollment of 757. There arc 
twelve sisters and nine lay teach- 
ers. Recent Principals have been 
Sister Alma Regina, Sister Agnes 
Eileen, Sister Teresiana, and the 
present principal Sister Alma, 

The High School graduated its 
first class in 1963. The present 
enrollment is 275 representing at 
least 30 different parishes. There 
are six sister and four lay teachers, 

The parish societies are the Holy 
Name. Sodality, Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine, Catholic Youth 
Organization, Altar Boys, Adult 
and Roys Choirs, Ushers, Lectors, 
and the newly organized Parish 
Council, 

The present Pastor is Monsignor 
John J. Murphy, his Associates are 
Father Robert Keller and Father 
Thomas Bevan. 
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Building And Goods Of 
7 Firms Destroyed 
In Essex 

Fireman still poured 
late ***** 

hulk of a shopping center In 
hUlK — flames which raced 



COURTESY OF SUN NEWSPAPERS 



Baltimore county fire official 
today began probing the ruins (if an 
Essex shopping center, seeking the 
cause of a blaze that gutted seven 
business firms and a branch bank 
and inflicted damage estimated at 
more than $1,000,000. 

The ten-alarm blaze was dis- 
covered Saturday night, less than 
an hour after some of the firms had 
closed for the weekend, and raged 
out of control for about six hours. 

Firefighters were still tm duty at 
the scene today, guarding against 
any fresh outbreak of flames among 
the debris. The flames had burned 
through the roofs of all but a super- 
market on the east end of the cen- 
ter, on the south side of the 500 
block Eastern boulevard. 

Roland Piel, Baltimore county 
building engineer, today began an 
inspection of the shopping center 
to determine whether all of the 
buildings would have to be razed. 

Steel support girders were 
twisted out of shape by the heat, 
and walls had collapsed inward. 

Street-level floors that burned 
through, dropped displays into the 
basements of the buildings owned 
by the realty firm. 

Firemen said the center and con- 
tents of the various stores were a 
total loss. 

Police unofficially put the amount 
of cash in the bank at $250,000. but 
officials of the Fidelity -Baltimore 
National Bank said no estimate 
would be made public. 

William B. Alexander, vice- 
president of the bank, said he was 
confident the money was safe. 



since the vault has a fire door and 
is embedded in concrete. 

Besides the branch bank, the 
center contained a Read's drug- 
store, the Ben Franklin variety 
store, Acme and A.&P. super- 
markets, Arnold's Men's and 
Women's Shops, a furniture and 
bedding storage warehouse used 
by the Car-Mor Company, and a 
business office of the Chesapeake 
and Potomac Telephone Company 
beneath the drugstore. 

Deputy Chief F. Lee Coeke>\ of 
the Baltimore county Fire Depart- 
ment, said the blaze apparently 
originated in the middle of the 
shopping center in the Car-Mor 
Company warehouse beneath the 
Arnold stores, then spread up and 
outward to envelop the entire block 
within an hour. 

Flames leaped 100 feet skyward 
at the height of the blaze. Hying 
embers dropped over a wide area, 
but no other fires were started. 

All available traffic police in the 
county were rushed to the Essex 
area to cope with the traffic snarl 
that developed. They closed East- 
ern boulevard from Mace avenue on 
the west to Marly n avenue on the 
east to traffic until yesterday after- 
noon. 

The curious driving to the area 
to see the ruins added to the heavy 
traffic going to the water-front re- 
sorts and at times vehicles were 
backed up two abreast for more 
than a mile westward. 

Six Baltimore county policemen, 
aided by four auxiliary policemen, 
were detailed to guard the ruins 
today. 




baltimoreorl&s£?CUm facan courtesy of Bobbie Rich Bell) 




ESSEX 

Methodist Church 

founded 1913 

URING JUNE WIS, the people of Essex 
decided they wanted a Methodist Church. 
They rented a tent and a vacant lot and a 
three weeks' revival was held. Twelve persons were 
received as members of the New Organization, and 
from these was elected the first Board of Trustees: 
J, C, Tutc.hton. Samuel T. Briggs, Frank F. Foulke, 
John A. Zimmerman, John A. Hughes, John R. Camp- 
bell and Charles R. Reidt, Sr. 

Three lots w r ere donated to this worthy cause by the 
Essex Really Co. on the corner of Eastern and Taylor 
Avenues. With $25.00 in the treasury, donated by five 
of the Trustees, and faith in God, work on the Church 
was begun. The cornerstone was laid August 3, 1913, 
Dr. j. St. Clair Neal, the District Superintendent, had 
charge of the services and on Sunday afternoon, Jan- 
nary 18, 1914. a completed church w^as dedicated to 
the service of God. The dedication sermon was 
preached by Rev. Don S. Colt, Pastor of Madison 
Square Methodist Church, Baltimore, Md. 

The period from July 1932 could correctly be called 
the greatest period of advancement and achievement 
of this Church. With the support and fine cooperation 
of the members and all Church organizations, fine 
progress has been made. 

In 1941, the parsonage was built next to the church. 
It was financed by donations and free-will offerings. 
During the 40' s, the little church began to fast outgrow 
the facilities on Eastern Avenue and its officials began 
to discuss the advisability of enlarging the church. At 
about this same time. Eastern Avenue was com- 
mercialized and dual lanes were constructed. A decis- 
ion was then made to sell the three lots belonging to 
the church and purchase a new site at Maryland Ave- 
nue and Woodward Drive. The parsonage was moved 
from Eastern Avenue to its present location, on the 
Northeast corner of Maryland Avenue opposite the 
church. It was much less expensive to move the old 
building than to construct a new one. 

The ceremony of breaking ground for the new 
church building took place on Sunday afternoon, Feb- 
ruary 3, 1946 at 3:00 P.M. 

The service was opened by the reading of the 121st 
Psalm by the pastor, Rev. Warren E. Reese, which 
was followed by the singing of the hymn ik The Church's 
One Foundation " , 

The first shovelful of earth was lifted by Mrs. 
Frank Foulke, the oldest member of the congregation. 
She was followed by Mr. and Mrs, John Bullae k, the 
next -oldest in point of membership. The fourth shovel- 
ful of earth was lifted by Mr. William Tutchton, repre 
sen ting the Tutchton family, a group which played a 
prominent part in the early church history. 

This day will live long in the memories of those 
who have worked these many years to give the people 
of Essex a church edifice that will not only be a thing 
of beauty but a factor in the life of the community. 




Essex Methodist Church -I 91 3 



In February 1946. while awaiting the construction of 
the new building, the church began holding its services 
in what was formerly used by the government as a 
Ration Board. During one of Mr. Reese's first sermons 
in the Ration Board location, he told the congregation 
he understood many people had lost their religion in 
this very room during its former use and hoped now 
they would also find their religion there. 

The cornerstone for the new church was laid on 
Easter Sunday, April 21, 1946, Dr. Fred C. Reynolds, 
the District Superintendent, was the speaker for the 
occasion. At last the congregation had made its pil- 
grimage through the wilderness and into the promised 
land. On November 3, 1946, the basement of the new 
church was used for worship services for the first time. 

On July 18, 1948, the new sanctuary was put to use 
and Dr. Charles Phillips, Dist, Supt., conducted the 
Consecration Service on August L 1948. 

Rev. Arthur L. Hunter, was appointed to the church 
in February 1962. Many improvements were made 
through his guidance. At his suggestion, a stained 
glass chancel window was installed and organ chimes 
were purchased. During the 11 o'clock service on 
December 9, 1962, the window was dedicated in 
honor of former pastor Warren E. Reese. The chimes 
were dedicated in honor of Mrs. Reese, who had 
worked faithfully with her husband the many years 
they served Essex Methodist Church. 

On the 50th Anniversary, the church membership 
was 1,125 and 875 were enrolled in the Sunday School. 



Essex Methodist Church — 1969 
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STEMMER HOUSE 



From 300th Anniversary Book of Baltimore County 
1659-1959 
County Directories of 'Maryland , Inc. 




JET WE EN THE YEARS 1726 and 1730. John 
England <>f the Prineipio Co. of Cecil County, 
|ian association of British Iron-Masters, mer- 
chants and capitalists, jrave Captain Augustine Wash- 
ington (father of George Washington) an interest in 
the Principle Co. in return for the right to operate the 
Washington Iron Ore Mines in Stafford County, 
Virginia. 

In 1734* a Colonel Sheredine erec ted a furnace on 
the Kingsbury Lands at the head of Back River. This 
was purchased by the Principio Co. around 1744. A 
mansion was built on Race Road, probably by the 
Principio Co. for Mr. Washington, to be used as a 
stop-over house. 

Dr. Charles Carroll of Annapolis sold his Lanca- 
shire Furnace and 8,200 acres of ground to the Principio 
i n. in I 7."i L The ground was located between Marsh 
Rtver, Back River and Middle River and the purchase 
was signed by Lawrence Washington, son of Capt. 
Augustine Washington and half-brother of Ceorge 
Washington. 

Lawrence Washington died in 1752. willing his 
brother, Augustine II, his stock interest and estate in 
the Principio, Aceokeek, Kingsbury. Lancashire and 
Nortli East Iron Works in Virginia and Maryland. 
Augustine II and his half-brother, Ceorge Washing- 



ton, were active in the mining business, and it is 
claimed they used this house many limes on their 
inspection lours of the iron furnaces on Back River. 

In 1780, the Maryland General AssembK seized 
anil confiscated all British property in the State, in- 
cluding that of the Principio Co. The confiscation act 
tied a red "that a certain Mr. Washington, a subject 
of Virginia, is entitled one-twelfth (1/12) part thereof,--" 

The State sold a 750 acre tract known as "Buck's 
Range" to Job Garret son. In 1793, Mr, Garret son sold 
this acreage to Capt. Ullrich B. Stammer. 

Stemmers Run took its name from Capt. Stammer 
or Stemmer, and the house became known as the 
Stem in er House, Capt. Stemmer was called "The 
Merchant Prince" although it was never proved he was 
actually a pirate who had, on occasion, sailed with 
Blackbeard. Stemmers Run. at that lime, was a navig- 
able river, and it is believed CapL Stemmer used it to 
hide his ship from the authorities. 

The house and ground remained in the Siemmer 
family until 1 850 when it was sold to Robert Howard, 
an ironmaster who worked the iron forges. 

The house fell into disrepair in the early 190(fs 
ami was purchased in 1929 by Mrs, Austin McLana- 
han. who had it dismantled, brick-by brick, and re- 
buih on Caves Road in O wings Mills. 




•VationiiJ Bfer's Antique Truck — This 1 924 Chevrolet truck has been 
restored by The National Brewing Co, In perfect operating condition it 
is used regularly in Parade*, Promo lions and for delivery of National 
Brewing Co. products. Specifications: 1924 Chevrolet, 4 Cylinder, 18 
Horsepower. 



At right? aerial photo courtesy of 
Walsh Lumber Co., looking nouth. 
Golden Ring Road is in lower right 
hand corner showing traffic going 
through Penna. R.R. underpass 
into Stemmer* Run Road. Walsh 
Lumber Co. is pictured at top left. 
The "Locust Grove" Ore Mine was 
located mile north of the rail- 
road Million {roughly in the lower 
left corner of picture). Mine wa* 
operated between the vears 1845- 
1885. 



First Special Police Officer 



By Carrie Wood Lawton 




Y FATHER, James W. 
Wood, was born in 1847. 
| and was the first special 
police officer in this section of 
Baltimore County. He was ap- 
pointed about 1898-1899 and con- 
tinued until his death in 1919. His 
territory covered White Marsh, 
Cowenhm, Chase h Bengies, Middle 
River, Essex, Rosed ale and Golden 
Kinjj; to Hollywood Park, where he 
was stationed nearly every day in 
the s 



summer. 



m 




Mr. Jamt's Wood 



Mrs. Millie Wood 

We lived at Chase and Bengies 
and my father drove a horse and 
buggy to Middle River or to Josen- 
han's where he stabled it until time 
to return home. The street cars took 
him and his prisoners to the jail. 
If it was a long trip, he sometimes 
stayed overnight at the home of 
Harry Tutchton. 

Any arrest he made was taken to 
Magistrate Gibson of Chase. Md. 
(father of Battalion Chief Walter 
Gibson of the Essex Fire Dept. re- 
cently deceased) or to the Canton 
Police Station. If anyone was sen- 
tenced to a longer term, he had to 
deliver them to the jail at Tow son- 
town, as it was then called. 

In 1903, he went to make an ar- 
rest of a woman who was having a 
problem over some property upon 
which a school was built. She asked 
if she might go to the stable to 
feed her horses before she left and 
my father agreed. On her return, 
she had taken a revolver from a 
market wagon and opened fire. 
Three bullets struck my father, but 
he managed to grasp tier hand and 
the rest were fired in the air. One 
bullet landed in the shoulder pad 
of his coat, one near the colarbone 
and one near the hip. The one 
near the collarbone traveled down 
some, but it was removed and the 
other was still lodged in his hip 



until he passed away. He did not 
fire back at her and still drove her 
to the street cars until someone 
else relieved him. 

He and his first wife were mar- 
ried in the old Orems Church. They 
had five children before she passed 
away. He remarried and had four 
more children. This wife also 
passed away. Later he married 
my mother who had ten children, 
she lived in Essex on Taylor Ave- 
nue for 37 years and was called 
Ma Wood by the old timers. Two 
of his second wife's children are 
still living and eight of my mother's. 

There are 29 grandchildren living 
and 46 great-grandchildren. Two 
sons served in World War I and 8 
grandsons in World War II, with 
one great-grandson now serving in 
the Marines. 

In my father's earlier days, he 
wore the old Keystone Cop type 
uniform, but later wore plain 
clothes. He was 72 at the time of 
his death. 
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. it pride that 
r >mciety of Essex 
fcper joins with the 
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Wrmmry. May we 
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iMer of our past 
to a greater 



Above — "Cigar & News Stand" Eastern 
Ave. and Riverside Drive in 1923. 
Left — Josenhans corner in the year of 
1925. Below -Vigilant Fire Truck at 
518 Eastern Blvd. in 1914. 
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Left- Erected before the Revolutionary War at Mace and 
Franklin Avenues ibis surveyors stone of *Hines Purchase 1 Mill 
stands. Below— First general store built in Essex, corner Mace 
and Eastern Aves. by Henry Guttenberger. 1910. 
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with them. So it was that Elders 
Louis Freund nm\ John Kosrngam. 
on December 19, 1866. secured a 
loan and purchased for $800 the 
abandoned Howard's Church and 
the two acres of land on which it 
stood. The building was refitted 
for heating and after other es- 
sential repairs, the first worship 
services were conducted on Janu- 
ary 21, 1867. 



Our First Church -1867 



Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 



from their Centenial Book 1867*1967 



OUR PAST— Prior to the Civil War 
period, the present Middle River 
area was an industrial {'enter, 
linked to the nperation of the Lo- 
cust Grove Iron Furnace, located on 
Race Road. Early records show that 
a Mr, Howard, part owner of the 
smelters, had a small church built 
on company property where em- 
ployees and their families could 
worship as they chose. 

Our records indicate that family 
meetings took place as early as 
1865 between those who were to 
found our congregation. In Oc- 
tober 1865, a constitution was 
adopted, establishing (lie "Free 
ami Independent Evangelical How- 
ard Congregation'** 

By-laws were adopted in late 
September 1866 and the name of 
the congregation was changed to 
"The United German Lutheran and 
Reformed Church". As the con- 
gregation blossomed, they sought a 
place of worship which could grow 



Pastor William Zeiler was called 
in 1892 and brought to fruitation 
several uf the dreams of the orig- 
inal elders. During his ministry 
of twelve years, a Worn ens* Guild 
was organized (1892), and the orig- 
inal Howard's Church was razed to 
make room on the same site for the 
construction of a new church 
building. Six acres of land adjacent 
to the church site and cemetery 
was purchased. The new church 
was dedicated on October 25, 1896 
as ''Evangelical Zions Church", 
the name which still appears on the 
cornerstone, 

Beginning in 1910. regular Eng- 
lish services were conducted on 
Sunday afternoons in addition to 
the traditional worship in German. 
The Church School grew in size 
until a new church Hall was con- 
structed in 1925. In October of 
1923, the church was electrified, 
and the interior of the sanctuary 
was refurbished in 1925. The 
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Church was enlarged in 1927, a nil a 
new Rartholdy pipe organ was in- 
stalled. On June 6, 1930, the name 
of the church was changed to 
**Zion Evangelical Lutheran 
Church". 

In 1956 the Parish HaU was en 
larged to house the growing Church 
School, which had expanded to in- 
clude classes through Senior High 
age. 

During the late 50 1 s, dialogue 
was already in progress between 
the Evangelical & Reformed 
Church and the Congregational 
Christian Church, toward effecting 
a denominational union. With the 
finalization of this merger, the con- 
gregation hecame a member of the 
new denomination, The United 
Church of Christ. 

By 1964 rebuilding of the church 
had been completed to include in- 
creased foundation to support 
brick outer walls. Repair and mod- 
erate redesign of the steeple fac- 
ing materially add to the appear- 
ance of the building. New front and 
side steps and new doors provide 
added advantage in both design and 
safety. Comprehensive interior im- 
provements also have been made 
throughout both the church and 
parish hall. 

Our church building, though 
standing on the same site as did the 
tiny Howard's Church, is new in 
terms of its physical capabilities. 
Our congregation, though firmly 
rooted in the tradition of the Re- 
formation, is growing and energetic. 
And so it must be as we approach 
the growing challenges of a com- 
munity which still continues i<» 
change, even one-hundred years 
beyond the beginning of this story. 
^ Our Church Today 
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When Essex Was Yonng 



/ have many interesting and 
enjoyable memories of my 
childhood in Essex* 

When my family moved to Upper- 
landing Avenue in 1914, Herb 
Brawner, who lived on Savannah 
Avenue, came to meet the family 
with the greeting "Hello, my 
name's Herb, What's yours IT* Herb 
became my first boyfriend and 
later we were partners in selling 
peanuts and popcorn at Hollywood 
Park. 

There were six children in my 
family and when the last was about 
to be born I, being the eldest, 
walked from Upperlanding Avenue 
to Dr. Mace's home on Ridge Road, 
approximately 3 miles. When I got 
there, the Doctor was out but Mrs. 
Mace asked me to wait. After the 
Doctor returned, he drove me home 
in his Stanley Steamer and, shortly 
thereafter, the baby was born. The 
Doctor's fee for delivery was $10.00 
and Mrs. Flaherty from Canton 
came and took care of my mother 
and the family for SI. 00 per day. 

I remember one Halloween Move 
Day some friends and I took a new 
flag pole which hadn't as yet been 
put up and placed it across Eastern 
Avenue, stopping the horses and 
wagons. The next day, we were 
made to carry it back. Miss Gist, 
principal of Essex School, said 
"Joseph, go and get me 5 or 6 
switches'*. I got the switches but 
was careful to knick them so they 
would break when we got our whip- 
pings. If I hadn't, the other boys 
would have beat me up on the way 
home. 

During the winter, Back River 
would be frozen over from Novem- 
ber to March. The children would 
skate to Back River Bridge, put a 
bed sheet behind them and the wind 
would blow them down to the bay 
and they would skate back. One 
of our favorite places for sledding 
was down Mace Avenue from Up- 
perlanding Avenue to Eastern 
Avenue, Mr. Tutchton and Mr. 
Seawhite. owners of Paradise 
and Sea white's Farm, would 
lake the kids for rides on sleds 



pulled by horses. 

During the summer, I would work 
on the farms. In 1918, when I was 
13, I worked for Mr. Tutchton 
digging beets, picking tomatoes 
and string beans. My pay for 
picking the beans was 7c a bushel. 
One day, on my way home from 
school, Mr. Tutchton stopped me 
and told me to go into the field 
and get all the turnips and ruta- 
bagas I wanted because they 
wouldn't pay him anything at the 
market for them. So 1 went to my 
grandfather's, got feed bags and 
carried them home that way. 

On the Seawhite Farm, I dug 
Sweet Potatoes and picked Apples 
for which I was paid one bushel of 
Sweet Potatoes and all the Apples 
I wanted. When the tomatoes were 
picked and loaded, I would go to 
market with Frank Seawhite. We 
usually stopped at Vandermast's 
to water the horses. Frank would 
get a beer, I got a soda and our 
sandwiches were free. 

I attended Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel Church and was confirmed 
in 1917. On Sundays, I would walk 
home with my grandfather. We 
would stop at Sauer's Store on the 
corner of Deep Creek Avenue (now 
Marlyn Avenue) and Eastern for a 
3c ice cream cone. 

I attended Essex School. Miss 
Brans ard Gist came from Chase 
School in 1914 to teach at the old 
Essex School. In Nl S, we moved to 
the portable school on Dorsey 
Avenue. My grandparents were the 
janitors and each room of the school 
had a coal fire. If anything went 
wrong with the fires. Miss Gist 
would say "Joseph, go and see if 
you can fix the fire". If it was bad, 
I would get my grandfather who 
lived on Woodward Drive. 

When I was in the eighth grade, 
the class consisted of 7 girls and 
me. Miss Morgan, who taught the 
3rd and 4th grades, became ill and 
Miss Gist said "Joseph, you go and 
teach Miss Morgan's class. I don't 
want to show any partiality among 
the girls." I taught for six weeks 
and when the first month was over, 
I got a check for §40.00-20 days 



by Joseph Oronson 

substitute teacher's pay at $2.00 
per day. I went home and told my 
mother 1 was "a millionaire and a 
teacher t H 

1 graduated from the Essex port- 
able school on Woodward Drive and 
Dorsey Avenue in 1919. Along with 
the 7 girls and 1 boy from the eighth 
grade, Nelson Guttermuth, a 7th 
grader, was allowed to graduate a 
year ahead because his family was 
moving to Belair Road. The gradua- 
tion exercises were held in the 
Essex Methodist Church and as a 
graduation present, I received a 
watch from my grandmother which 
cost $].49 — a large sum at that time. 

After graduation, I went to work 
at O'Neill & Co. at the glove 
counter as a stock boy for $7.00 for 
a 6-day week. On the first day it 
rained and the floorwalker gave me 
the job of checking umbrellas — all 
tips were mine. I made about $4.00 
that day and every evening I would 
ask the Good Lord to let it rain 
again. 

During the time Herb Brawnei 
and I sold peanuts and popcorn at 
Hollywood Park, we would ride the 
street car to Jeppi Bros, on Sharp 
Street and purchase 90 lb. bags of 
peanuts for 90c. The conductor 
would let us ride on the back plat- 
form on the way back. We would 
pack the peanuts at Bob Monday s 
— across from Hollywood Park — 
and there was more in our 5c bags 
than you get in a 39c bag today. We 
made a profit of $25.00 to $30.00 a 
week selling peanuts, popcorn and 
honey molasses taffy. When the 
business became too big, we had 
to hire boys for 20c on the dollar. 

When I was 30. I married Edith 
Porter whose father, William 
Porter, was a carpenter in Middle 
River. Grand pop Porter owned 
Rocky Point Farm. William King 
ran a jitney bus to Rocky Point for 
5c, where the people could go 
swimming for free. Ill always re- 
member the watermelon parties we 
had at Rocky Point. 

Yes, I do have many interesting 
and enjoyable memories of when 
Essex and I grew up. 
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ROBERT 
PURVIANCE 






A. Name to Remember 




JR. 





W OCR SEARCH of nlii maps and 
deeds, one name has kept repeat- 
ing itself, not only in this section 
but also in Baltimore. The name is 
Robert Purviance. Jr.. pronounced 
Purr-vf-enee. 

We first came across this name 
<oi an 1850 Geological Survey Map 
whit li indicated Robert Purviance, 
Jr. had a residence Oil Cedar Point 
in the Bark River Neck section. He 
also owned property, according to 
this map. in the vicinity of the old 
Post Office on Orems Road and also 
on the other side of Back River, ap- 
proximately where Stansbury Manor 
is now located. 

In tracing the name, we found the 
Purvianees were Hugenots who fled 
Prance alter the Edict of Nantes in 
1685. Some of the family lied to 
Donegal, Ireland. In 1733, a Robert 
Purviance was born in Castle Finn, 
Donegal, He married Frances Young 
in 1754 and came to America, 
settling first in New Jersey. Ruber! 
came to Maryland in 1756, where he 
opened a commercial bouse jointly 
witb bis brother Samuel. The broth- 
ers became wealthy business men 
and bankers. They were active in 
both religion and polities. Samuel 
was Chairman of the Whig Party. 
Chairman of the Committee of Cor- 
respondence. Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Safety and Trustee of the 
County Almshouse. During the 



GERESBECK'S 



FOODLMD 



HOME OF 

"Qftatity Meats 

2201 EASTERN BLVD 

BALTIMORE, MD. 21220 



War of the Revolution, they were 
among the biggest outfitters and 
suppliers of LaFayette^s bedraggled 
army when it passed ill rough Balti- 
more. They contributed 10,000 
pounds {Stirling) to purchase salt 
to prevent it from falling into the 
hands of monopolists, thereby pre- 
venting speculation which would 
have imposed on the people and the 
infant government- After the war, 
Robert was named First Naval Of- 
fieer of the Port of Baltimore by 
George Washington and was latter 
appointed Collector for the State. 

In 1763. Robert was a member of 
the committee which started the 
First Presbyterian Church of Bal- 
timore and was one of the ruling 
elders. The first meetinghouse was 
a log building located on Fayette & 
Cay Streets. Later a church was 
built on Fayette & North Streets, 
They also contributed money to the 
First Presbyterian Cemetery lo- 
cated on Fayette and Creen Streets. 
The Purviance lot and tombstone 
are located just inside the gate, on 
the left side, directly opposite that 
of Edgar Allan Poe. Robert, along 
with oiber members of bis family, is 
buried there. I nlortunately, Sam- 
uel was captured by Indians in 
1788 while in Ohio. Since he was 
never heard of again, it is presumed 
the Indians killed him. 

Robert was ihe father «*1 ele\ Pn 



Aero Motors, Inc. 

Home of Fine Used Cars 

1600 MARTIN BLVD. 

BALTIMORE, MD. 
686-3444 



children, among whom was James, 
a hero of the War of 1812 and the 
father of Commodore Hugh Young 
Purviance who was, himself, a 
hero of the Civil War. 

Robert's daughter, Jane, married 
David Stewart and was the mother 
of Senator David Stewart and the 
grandmother of Charles .Morion 
Stewart. 

John was, perhaps, the best- 
known of Robert's children. He was 
a lawyer and later a Judge. Judge 
John Purviance, who was called 
"the honest lawyer" had three ehib 
dren: Margaret S.: George D. who 
was a minister of the Fourth Pres- 
byterian Church: and Robert, Jr. 
who. like his father, was a lawyer. 
It is this Robert. Jr. in whom we are 
most interested. 

Robert Purviance, Jr., known as 
"the Younger, the Bachelor", be- 
gan purchasing ground during the 
1830's and 1840*s in the sections 
now know n as Essex and Back River 
Neck. Some of the sections he pur- 
chased, and of which we have 
photostatic copies of the deeds, 
were; Hazard. Hindsey's {or Hines') 
Purchase, Paradise, Stansburys 
Claim. Stansburys Inheritance, 
Balston (originally Balles tones) and 
BiddisonV Neck (or Biddersons 
Neck). The first three, i.e.. Hazard, 
Hindsey's Purchase and Paradise, 
are what we know as Essex. The 
others are located in the Back River 
Neck section. His reasons for ac- 
quiring this property are, at present, 
unknown to us, as are his reasons 
for selling. And sell he did. Ac- 
cording to an 1877 Survey Map, 
Robert Purviance, Jr. no longer 
owned any ground in this section, 
nor did any heirs he might have bad. 

Commodore Hugh Young Pur- 
viance was the last living male and 
the family name ceased when he 
died in 1882. However, some de- 
scendants, through the female side 
of the family, are still living in 
Maryland. 



til 
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SHORT HISTORY 

OF 

OREMS 
METHODIST 
CHURCH 

Taken from 
"Consecration Book of 
Orems Church ' 

JFTER THE settlement of 
I Jamestown in 1606 ami that 
|nf Maryland in 1634 at St. 
Mary's, where the Potomac meets 
the Chesapeake Bay, the only 
means of transport at ion was hy 
water. Therefore, Captain John 
Smith explored the tributaries of 
l he Chesapeake, as did the settlers 
who came over with Lord Balti- 
more, As the river, which we now 
call Middle River, was one of the 
tributaries of the Chesapeake, it 
was natural that small settlements 
sprang up on its banks. 

It was to the settlers of these 
communities that Francis Asbury 
was appointed by John Wesley, the 
founder of Methodism, in 1771. 

Later, Francis Asbury became 
the first Methodist Bishop in Amer- 
ica, and in his Journal, or Diary, 
we find that he counted some of the 
residents of this community among 
his most particular friends. 

In 1794, this Middle River Chapel 
was called Oroms Church alter a 
trustee whose name was Oroms. 
Tradition has it that the deed to 
this Middle River Chapel was made 
out to John Wesley from Lord Balti- 
more, and this deed was really in 
existence. 

In 1859 the present church was 
started, but the deed to this 
property was not made until July 
17, 1860, when Mr. Samuel Wilkin- 
son (Wilkerson) and wife deeded 
a plot of ground to the appointed 
trustee of Orems Church. 
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EASTERN PET SHOP, Inc. 

PETS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 

Complete Line of FqocJ* and Supples 
Bathing ond Complete Grooming Service 
Smoll Peti Boarded 

423 Eastern Blvd. MU. 7-6262 Essex, Md. 21221 
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The Steward' s Book for the Balti- 
more Circ uit from 1794 to 1838 lists 
appointments given at the Quarterly 
Conference. September 20, 1794 
and we found in the 28 appoint* 
ments that Orems had paid money 
in pounds and shillings. Orems was 
represented at every quarterly 
meeting: of the Baltimore Circuit 
until 1806 when it became a part of 
the Great Falls Circuit. In 1914 or 
1915, Great Falls Circuit was sub- 
divided and Oremfi became a part 
of the Chase Circuit. 

When we were part of Great Falls 
Circuit, our parsonage was at Hiss 
Church in Parkville, After we be- 
came a part of the Chase Circuit, 
the parsonage was in Chase, Md. 
This parsonage burned and for 
some time a parsonage was rented 
for the minister. In 1937 and 1938. 
we helped in building the new par- 
sonage for Chase Circuit on Eben- 
ezer Road. In 1940. when Glenn 
L. Martin Aircraft Co. began to 
expand for wartime production 
and built homes for its workers, the 
congregation under Rev. Charles 



Suback, decided to withdraw from 
the Chase Circuit and become a 
new station. 

Mrs. Joseph H. Jenkins grac- 
iously offered 2113 Orems Road for 
a parsonage in memory of her hus- 
band. An appropriate marker was 
placed in the study. Ground was 
broken on June 30, 1940 with a re- 
ligious ceremony, and in the fall, 
Rev. Suback and his family moved 
in. In June 1941. Rev. Charles 
Suback was made Orems first 
Pastor, full time. In June 1942, Rev. 
Muller became Pastor of Orems. It 
was under his leadership the new 
church was built in 1949. 

It was difficult to collect enough 
money for a new church from all 
these new people who were enter- 
ing and leaving the community in a 
rapid turnover of population. How- 
ever, with donations from several 
sources, a mortgage on very liberal 
terms from the Board of Church 
Extension, and contributions from 
the congregation, a plan was de- 
veloped and worked out whereby 
the present church was built as it 
now stands. 

The future of Orems Methodist 
Church should be excellent. We 
wish we could see what it will be, 
but we all desire that our church 
will always be a House of Prayers 
for all people. For it is on this 
principle that the new Orems 
Church was built. Those who, in 
1949, made this church possible, 
are happy to have had a part in the 
building of the Kingdom, a building 
that shall go far into the future to 
the glory of God and the blessing 
of man. 
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 



NEWMAN'S 

HIGHS STORE 

Fresh Cut Lunch Meal 

Open 7 days a week 
from 8 to 10:45 P.M. 

207 EASTERN AVENUE 



ESSEX 



Jewelers 



449 EASTERN AVENUE 
ESSEX, MARYLAND 
MU. 7-5363 




HAMBURGERS i 



THE FAMILY PLACE TO GO 



he congregation was or- 
ganized mi \ia\ 21sL, 19.1 3. 
by the late Rev. C. F. W. 
Hartlage. Three lots were given to 
the congregation on condition that a 
church building be erected within 
a year. On Sept. 28th, at 4 P.M., 
the cornerstone for the church was 
laid by Rev. Hartlage. Rev. K. 
Mueller preached the sermon. The 
church was dedicated on May 4th, 
1914, Rev. Snapp and Rev. F. 
Mueller spoke on this occasion. 

An addition was built to the base- 
ment of the church in 1927. 

Pastor Tecklenberg was in- 
stalled June 30. 1929. 

The parsonage was erected in 
1930 at a cost of $6,000,00. 

The congregation received fin- 
ancial aid from the American Luth- 
eran Church until the year 1934, 
when it resolved to become inde- 
pendent and self-supporting. 

The parish hall was erected in 
the year 1937 at a cost of $34,547,00. 

All indebtedness on parsonage 
and parish hall was paid the year 
1943. 

Immediately the congregation 
made plans to gather funds for the 
erection of a new church. A build- 
ing committee was appointed and 
the firm of Zink and Moehle, ar- 
chitect*, was engaged to submit 
plans for a new church. 



On June 28th, 1949, ground was 
broken, and the work of building 
the new church was begun, the 
contract for same having been prev- 
iously awarded to the Lawrence 
Construction Co. By a strange coin- 
cidence, this happened to be the 
20th anniversary of the installa- 
tion of Pastor Tecklenberg in St. 
Johns. 

On September 11th, the corner- 
stone was laid with pastor A. R. 
Horn preaching the sermon. 

On March 26th, 1950, the com- 
pleted church was dedicated to the 
glory of God. 

The Sunday school was organ- 
ized Feb. 2nd, 1913, at 9:30 A.M., 
at the home of Mr. John Schuster 
on Dorsey and Taylor Avenues. The 
first officers were: Mr. Herman 
S to rath, Supt.: Mr. John Hughes, 
Sec. . and Treas.: Miss Rhoda Wort- 
man, Librarian and Mrs. John 
Schuster, organist. The attendance 
at the first session numbered 16. 
with an offering of 75c. By permis- 
sion of the school authorities, the 
Sunday school met in the old school 
building on Eastern and Taylor 
Avenues until the church was com- 
pleted in 1914. By 1937, it had 
grown to such an extent that the 
little church was no longer able to 
house them: this necessitated the 
erection of the parish hall. The 
present enrollment is 560. 



I 
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Paradise Farm 



by Lottie Tutchton Wood 



THE PARADISE FARM was rented 
by James C. Tutchton and his wife, 
Sarah, about 1860-61 from Jacob 
Taylor, the owner. James and Sarah 
Tutchton had three children, Harry 
F. who married Jane G. Stevenson: 
Mary E. who married Christian 
Lawrence and Effie who married 
George Johnson. 

Harry and Jane were married in 
1887 and continued to live on the 
farm with the parents. The twelve 
children born to them between 1889 
and 1913 were: Effie, Lottie, Harry, 
Iva, James, Nathan, William, J. 
Charles, Lillian, John, Marion and 
Helen. 

About 1910, the Taylor Land Co. 
started to develop Essex. The Par- 
adise Farms location was Mace 
Avenue; Stemmers Run Road on 
the North and from Beck Street to 
the waterfront. 

There was some timber on the 
property and the Taylor Land Co. 
had a sawmill located at Eastern 
and Taylor Avenues. The timber 
was cut and sawed into lumber at 
the sawmill and used in the frame- 
work of some of the homes they 
were building. 

In the years 1911-12, the Taylor 
Land Co. donated lots for the Essex 
Methodist Church, then at Eastern 
and Taylor Avenues; St. Johns 
Lutheran Church — George St. and 
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ESSEX DRUG STORE 

PRESCRIPTION SPECIAUSTS 
436 Eastern Blvd. MU. 7-5600 



686*3313 

TOM BENNETT'S 

DISCOUNT 
LIQUORS 



832 EASTERN AVENUE 

(CORNER MARLYN AVE.) 

ESSEX, MARYLAND 2122T 




PARADISE FARM HOUSE 



Franklin Avenue; The Volunteer 
Fire Dept. — 500 block Eastern Ave- 
nue and the portable schools on 
Dorsey Avenue, 

The Tutchton family continued to 
live on part of the farm until the 
death of Harry F. Tutchton in 1918. 
The rest of the family was no longer 
interested in farming. 

Several of the avenues in Essex 
were named for the Taylor family — 
Taylor Avenue: Franklin Avenue: 
Charles Street and Margaret 
Avenue. 

Transportation was by street car 
from Middle River to Holliday and 
Baltimore Streets for 15c: ie, 5c 
from Middle River to Back River; 
5c from Back River to Lombard and 
Haven Streets and 5c from Lom- 
bard to Holliday and Baltimore 
Streets, 




ALBERT 
MILKE 



IN BUSINESS 
SINCE 1922 
at the 
Same location 



& SONS, INC. 

HARDWARE • PAINTS 

PLUMBING 
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES 

528-30 EASTERN BLVD. 
ESSEX, MD. 21221 

686-3344 



PHONE: 637-1505 

MARY'S C S ENTE E R 
Complete Beauty Services 
705 MACE AVENUE 
ESSEX, MARYLAND 

MARY WIMMEL 



866-8014 866-8021 

Bosch Distributors 

JANITOR • PAPER * SUPPLIES 
Distributors of G.E. lamps 

8001 PHILADELPHIA ROAD 

Baltimore, Maryland 21237 



CONNELLY 
FUNERAL HOME 

300 MACE AVENUE 

ESSEX, MD, 21221 

687-7100 



Roma 
f -^^A Spaghetti 

fPAGHETTJ HoilSe 

and Cocktail Lounge 

Specializing in 
ITALIAN FOOD 
PIZZA • LASAGNE • RAVIOLI 

PACKAGE GOODS 

Complete Carry Out Service 
MUrdock 6-1106 
1017 Eastern Blvd. Essex, Md. 21221 
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Country Ridsp- 



COIFFURE'S 

>;»-ri,iiizinji in High Styling 

145 -A BACK RIVER NECK ROAD 
BALTIMORE, MD. 21221 



PHONE 6 87-7733 

Pizza John's 

PIZZA • SPAGHETTI • RAVIOLI 
COFFEE • SOFT DRINKS 
nVA Back River Neck Rd. ESSEX 



Green's Liquors- 



214 BACK RIVER NECK RD. 

Open Sunday 
BEER • WINE • LIQUOR 



KEG SEER 



TAP EQUIPMENT 



Complements 



ACE 
HEATING 
OIL 

COMPANY 



MU. 6-1325 MU. 7-2166 



Prompt Service 

FUEL OIL • KEROSENE < GASOLINE 
MOTOR OIL 

Oil Burner Sales and Services 
Floor Furnaces • Cleaning Solvent 
1401 E. HOMBERG AVENUE 
ESSEX, MD. 21221 

J. W. SCHADEl, Prop. 



OLD "RECEIPTS" 

FRIED CRULLERS 

Mix together 2 pounds flour ajftd VA tablespoons baking powder. 

Dissolve 6 oz, sugar in a half pint of milk, add 4 eggs, 4 oz. melted 
butter, salt and nutmeg. 

Pour the liquid mixture into the center of the flour and mix to- 
gether. Roll dough and cut with a double eu Her — fry right 
away and sugar when done. 



COFFEE 

A heaped cup of ground coffee 
makes 2 (pi arts. 



CUCUMBER SALAD 

Slice cucumber.* and onions thinly 
cover with vinegar and add salt and 
pepper to taste. 



VIENNA ROLLS 

Dissolve 1 oz. yeast in 1 quart lukewarm milk — add 4 lbs. flour- 
mix and let set 3 hours. 

Then adtl 1 oz. salt and 1 tables poon sugar with enough extra 
flour to make a stiff dough — let rise fur 4 hours. 

Work dough by pressing flat and folding over. Roll dough thin, 
cut in 4 inch with lis and then in triangles. Starting with 
broad end, roll up to the point. Place on flat sheet, brush with 
water and let rise for about Vi hour — bake about 10 minutes. 



CORMNG BRINE 

Dissolve oz. saltpetre in 3 gals, water on stove — stir in Vi 
pint molasses or sugar and 5 pounds salt. Bring to a boil and 
skim. Put in at least 2 kegs. (Brine will keep about 2 months in 
cool weather.) 

Keep beef in 1st keg until half-corned then transfer it to the other 
keg. Make sure beef is kept under brine by placing a stone 
on the lid to weight it down. 

Beef must be corned at least a week before using it. 



GRAPE ICE 

Mash 1 cup Concord Grapes with 
I lb. sugar, add 1 qt. water and the 
juice of I lemon — strain and freeze. 



STRAWBERRY ICE 

Cover 2 quarts ripe strawberries 
with 2 lbs. sugar until a thick red 
syrup is formed — strain and add 3 
pints water — stir and freeze. 



SUGAR COOKIES 

Cream together 1 lb. sugar and 1 lb. butter, add 1 dozen eggs, 
1 tablespoon baking powder, and flavor of your choice. 

Tin- n add enough flour to make a soft dough (about 3 to 3 1/2 
pounds) — let stand 10 minutes. 

Roll out dough on floured table, brush with egg and sprinkle 
with sugar or chopped almonds. 

Bake until alight brown. 



MU, 7-4884 



MU. 7-4885 



FLEMING & SHEELEY 

INCORPORATED 

PAINTS 
WALLPAPER 
FLOOR & WALL COVERING 



!01 MARGARET AVENUE 
ESSEX, MARYLAND 21221 



PHONE: MU. 6-5258 

NORMAN'S 
PACKAGE LIQUORS, INC. 

BEER • WINES * LIQUORS 

AUTO TAG AND TITLE SERVICE 
MONEY ORDERS • NOTARY PUBLIC 

1716 Eastern Blvd. Essex, Md, 21221 



687.9654 



696-9696 



Plaza Lounge 

MARTIN BLVD. ond MIDDLE RIVER RD. 



PHIL POWELL, Prop. 



BALTIMORE, MO. 21220 
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OLD "RECEIPTS 



CARROT WINE 

Take W \H-ik carrots, scrape and cut up Hue, Cook until tender. 
Let stand overnight— squeeze nut juice, add 3 lbs. brown 
sujiar, 2 elit es toasted n c bread. 1 cake uf yeast. 

Let stand for 2 weeks, strain and let stand for 2 more weeks, 
then bottle. 



PEACH BRANDY 

Real peach brandy is distilled from 
the juice of the fruit. Take 1 lb, 
peaches, 2 lbs. sugar. 1 gal. water, 
1 Vi cakes yeast. 

Allow to stand for 2 weeks, strain 
and add 14 cake yeast. Let stand for 
8 more days and strain before using. 



DANDELION WINE 

Pour 4 qts. boiling water over 3 
{[Is. dandelions (yellows only). 
Let stand overnight, strain and add 
4 lbs. sugar. 14 cake yeast. 2 or- 
angcs and 1 lemon (cut in pieces). 
Put all in a crock and let ferment 9 
to 12 days. Strain and put in clean 
jugs. 



GRAPE WINE 

Take 2 baskets of graphs, pick, wash and mash them. P<>m 2 
gal. bailing water over the grapes and let stand for 4 or S 
days, stirring once each day. Strain and add 4 lbs. sugar for 
each gal Inn of juice. 

Place in a barrel or jugs until it is done working. Strain and bottle. 



BEET WINE 

Cut tops off 15 large beets, scrub them with a brush and cover them with 5 
qts. water, bring to boil and let cook down to 4 qts. Remove beets, strain and 
add 3 lbs. sugar, boil for 20 minutes longer and then let cool. When cold, 
return the beets to the water. Place 1 slice stale bread spread with Vi cake 
yeast in a crock, pour beet water over and let stand for 3 days. 
Strain and return to crock for 8 more days. Strain, put in bottles and leave 
corks loose. 



SHERRY WINE 

Bring 1 gal. water to a boil, let cool and add 2Vz ibs. sugar. Stir 
until dissolved and add 1 lb. yellow corn meal. 1 pint blue 
label corn syrup. 1 lb. seeded raisins, and 1 cake yeast (dis- 
solved in a little warm water). 

Place in crock, cover with a cloth, stir from bottom twice a week. 
Let stand 3 weeks, then strain, bottle and color with earomel. 



HOMINY WINE 

Combine 2 lbs. hominy, 1 lb. raisins, 4 lbs. sugar, 4 lemons and 4 oranges 
(cut up), 1 gal. and 1 qt. water and 1 qt. boiling water. 
Let set ffir 16 davs. strain and bottle. 



Walsh 



& COMPANY, INC. 

ESTABLISHED 1933 

LUMBER 
BUILDING MATERIAL 



705 STEMMERS RUN RD. 
BALTIMORE, MD. 21221 

PHONE: 682-3366 



MARLffl 
Pharmacy 



Reg. No. 2108 



"Your Family Drag Store" 

901 EASTERN BOULEVARD 

ESSEX, BALTIMORE, MD. 21221 

MU. 7-1616 



LAZARUS 

PRESCRIPTION PHARMACY 

REG. No. 1226 

EASTERN & MACE AVES. 

ESSEX, MO. 21221 

686-7333 Leon J, Lazarus, Ph.G. 



MU. 6-5195 



OUTFITTERS OF MEN and BOYS 
Q tt a lity CI othi ng a n d Service 
505 EASTERN AVENUE 



MU. 7-0282 

Community 

JEWELERS 

CREDIT JEWELERS 

The Home of 
Fine Diamonds & Watches 

403 EASTERN BLVD. 
ESSEX, MD. 21221 



HOFFMAN'S 
Lounge 

MUSIC & DANCING 
To Baltimore's Best Bar ads 
Wed., FrL, Sat. & Sun. 

Featuring "Our Own Swinging* 

Charades 



Have you seen our Half? 

For— Bull Roast, Crab 
Feasts, Receptions, 
Special Parties 



-We Cater - 
Rates & Dales -687-7656 

TURKEY POINT ROAD 
AT ROCKAWAY BEACH 
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p*z z zii : pharmacy 

OF ESSEX 

-M6 EASTERN AVENUE 
Phone: 687-8113 



PHONE: MU. 7-1131 

B<WtS BEAUTY SALON 

REAR OF 701 MACE AVE. 

ESSEX, MARYLAND 

// Your Hatr Isn't Becoming To You, 
You Should Be Coming To Us. 



Charles Bootery 

Shoes 

for the Entire Family 
447 EASTERN AVENUE 



B & B LIQUOR STORE 

ANNA BETKEY, Prop. 

517 EASTERN AVENUE 

(OPPOSITE FIRE DEPT.) 

BALTIMORE, MD. 21221 

Since June 7, 1945 686-7849 



MORE THAN 

TWO DECADES 

Serving the 

Community's 
Transportation 
Needs — 

New Cars 
Used Cars 
Trucks 
Parts 
Service 
Rental 
Leas inc; 

Chartie Irish 

CHEVROLET, Inc. 

7900 EASTERN AVE. 
Opposite Eostpoint 



IN 

ESSEX 
OVER 

25 
YEARS 





QUILTING 

Mrs. Virginia Borsos holds quilt made by her mother, Mrs. Anna Mary 
Walter, in 1930-1, for the benefit of the Football Team. The citizens of 
Essex purchased space in the stars for their names to be embroidered. The 
center design is a football in which all the players names are embroidered. 
After the quilt was completed, it was raffled off and won by Al Edwards who 
recently gave it back to Mrs. Borsos. 

The Heritage Society is in the process of making a similar quilt which, 
when completed, will be prominently displayed. The cost to have names 
embroidered is 25c per name. 

For more information concerning the Quilt please write Mrs. Virginia 
Borsos. Chairman — Quilting— 302 Lorraine Ave., Essex, Md. 21221. 



THE ESSEX 


RECREATION & PARKS 


COUNCIL ! 














Treasurer 


. . . , Mary Kidd 










Secretary 


Kate Arrant s 
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THE EASTERN BEACON, Wednesday, March 11, 1964 



FIERCE INDIANS ONCE RULED 
ESSEX-MIDDLE RIVER AREA 



BY CHARLES JONES 



Much is heard of the Indians of 
the Wild West, but little has been 
written about the Indians of the 
East Coast, particularly the Essex- 
Middle River area. Nevertheless, 
we have to take a back seat to no 
one in that respect, for the Essex- 
Middle River area was once ruled 
by a fierce tribe of Indians, the 
Susquehannoughs. 

When Captain John Smith, famed 
explorer and founder of the colony 
of Jamestown, sailed the Chesa- 
peake Bay in 1608 including Back 
and Middle Rivers — or as he called 
them t4 Smals Poynt^ and "Willow- 
byes" rivers — he was much im- 
pressed by the savages he en- 
countered. 

Capt. Smith described them as 
"Such greate and well propor- 
tioned men as are seldom e seene, 
for they seemed like giants to the 
English, yea, and unto their neigh- 
bours/' The explorer went on to 
say that they were "The strangest 
people of all those countries" and 
to describe them as being of a 
simple and confiding temper and 
saying they could scarcely be re- 
strained from prostrating them- 
selves in adoration of the white 
strangers. 

The Susquehannoughs could 
muster 700 frightening men, and 
according to Capt. Smith, they 
were one of the fiercest and most 
warlike nations <m the Atlantic 
coast and kept all the tribes within 
their reach in a state of almost 
continual alarm. Their villages 
were pallisaded to resist the in- 
cursions of their most bitter and 
determined enemies, the Iroquois 
or Massa worn ekes. 

Smith says that when a hostile 
expedition had been decided on by 
the chief and the leading warriors, 
it was made known to the tribe, who 
celebrated by a solemn dance in 
which the warriors, decked with 
paint and feathers, chanted their 
past or prospective exploits and 
imitated in pantomine the killing 
of their fix ~ 



When they set out on their ex- 
pedition, they marched by night 
in single file, slipping from shadow 
to shadow and scarcely breaking a 
twig. Then they burst upon the vil- 
lages of their foes with war-whoops. 

Those who survived their slaugh- 
ter were taken as prisoners and 
reserved for death by slow tor- 
tures. And, according to Capt, 
Smith, they were past masters at 
the art. 

But disease — some think to have 
been Smallpox — finally did to the 
Susquehannoughs what their en- 
emies could not do — practically 
wiped them out. By 1763 — more 
than 150 years since Capt. Smith 
had first discovered them — there 
were only 20 members of the tribe 
left and they lived in a few squalid 
cabins in the region around the 
Maryland Pennsylvania border and 
made their living by begging and 
the sale of baskets and homemade 
brooms. 

About that time, an Indian war 
with another tribe was in progress 
and some people suspected the re- 
maining Susquehannoughs of being 
in league with the warring redskins. 
A gang attacked their village and 
killed 6 of them. The 14 survivors 
were taken to Lancaster. Penna, by 
the sherrif and shut up in the jail 
yard for protection. But they were 
followed by the gang of settlers 
who broke into the jail and murd- 
ered every last one of them. 

Thus ended the saga of the Sus- 
quehannoughs, a group of red- 
skinned toughs who would have 
made the Apaches or the Com 
manches look like pikers. 

And remember, the Susquehan- 
noughs traveled by foot. Just 
imagine what might have happened 
if they had gotten their hands on 
some horses. And had disease not 
wiped them out, we might have 
teepees up and down Eastern Blvd. 
right now. 



CARD & 
GIFT SHOP 

Cards & Gifts for all occasions 

424 EASTERN BLVO. 

MU. 7-3250 Ida M. Mroz, prop. 



MU. 7-4125 MU. 7-4126 

HOFFMASTE ITS INC. 

Office Supplies 

5 MARGARET AVENUE 

ESSEX, BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21221 



* AWARD* 
Designers, Inc. 

838 EASTERN BLVD. 

ESSEX, 21221 

Specializing in — 

Trophies • Plaques • Medals * Ribbons 
Bowling Supplies 

ENGRAVING DONE ON PREMISES 



PARKING 682-4321 DELIVERY 



Philip W. Green 

insurance 

ALL FORMS OF INSURANT 

602 EASTERN BLVD. 
ESSEX, MD. 21 221 

686-3030 



'Over 40 years Insurance 
Service" 
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3First (Cfrarrh nf Uinii 



Wf GCT SEVNOLDS 



ESSEX, MD. 



§Ogi HE CHURCH OF GOD in Essex is one of the 
branches that was established by former 

£^JMk worshippers of the Baltimore Church of God. 
Several of these former worshippers had moved to 
Essex and there was a desire to start a work in the 
community. 

Those who, at this time, resided in Essex were 
Brother and Sister Ester, Brother and Sister Lewis, 
Brother and Sister Bacon, Brother and Sister Sturtz 
and Sister Reynolds, 

In 1930. Gospel Tent meetings were held at the 
corner of Virginia and Taylor Avenue in Essex. After 
the tent meetings, the work in Essex was on its own. 
Not having any building to worship in, a Sunday 
School was started in Mrs. Horn's home under the 
direction of Mr. and Mrs. Hass of Baltimore, on Febru- 
ary 17, 1931. The name "The Church of God Com- 
munity Sunday School' ' was adopted. 

On April 21, 1931, Mr. Norman J. Hass, chairman of 
the Trustee Board, deposited $25.00 down on the 
property upon which the church and the parsonage are 
now situated. 

The foundation for the building was poured on 
June 14, 1931. The building was erected by brethren 
from Baltimore and Essex. 

On March 14, 1933, the first full time pastor was 
called to oversee the progress of the work. He was 
Brother Walter L. Ott, who, with his wife, took over the 
pastorate under the general supervision of Brother E- 
E. Shaw, pastor of the Church of God in Baltimore, 

The work continued to grow and Brother Ott stayed 
with the congregation until his resignation eleven 
years later on March 31, 1944. 

For a few months, the work, without a pastor, 
faced many tests and trials. But thanks be to God who 
giveth us the victory . . . 

On August 23, 1944, a business meeting was called 
and the congregation adopted the First Constitution 





First Church of God — Baltimore 



and By-Laws for the incorporation of the Essex Church 
under the laws of the State of Maryland and the name 
of the Church was changed from 'The Church of God 
Community Sunday School' to the 'First Church of 
God of Essex'. 

On September 28, 1944, the congregation at Essex 
voted to call Brother Harold Barber, then pastoring 
at Roanoke. Virginia, to take over the Pastorate here 
at Essex, Md. Brother Barber accepted the call to the 
Essex Church and, with his wife and daughter and son, 
took over his duties on October 29, 1944. An All Day 
Unity Meeting held at Ilda, Virginia took place on 
Thanksgiving Day of 1944. This was the beginning of 
some of the most thrilling and blessed meetings that 
many in the Essex Congregation had ever had oppor- 
tunity in which to be. Thus, every holiday for the next 
five years or so was to see the Saints gather together 
at either Manassas, Fredericksburg, llda or Waynes- 
boro in Virginia or at Montrose, Hagerstown, Edge- 
mere or Essex in Maryland. The first All Day Unity 
Meeting held at Essex was on February 22, 1945, 

After nearly nineteen years, Brother Harold Barber 
resigned the Pastorate of the Essex Church in Sep- 
tember 1963 and left for Tampa, Florida. During his 
years of pastoring the Essex Church, the congregation 
contributed many thousands of dollars to the Mis- 
sionary work in Cuba and in Africa. 

April 12, 1964, Raymond C. Davis of Iaegei\ West 
Virginia, held a week's meeting at Essex. As a result 
of this meeting, the congregation called him as their 
third pastor and he moved to Essex, bringing his first 
sermon as pastor on May 17, which was Mother's 
Day of 1964. 



First Church 

of God — 
Essex 1968 



MM 

BUS LINES 



Mil. 6-4832 



"Charter Service Our Specialty" 



SAFE COURTEOUS SERVICE 

JOHN E. McKELVEY 

JJ 17 YEARS IN ESSEX" 
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FRIENDS OF THE HERITAGE SOCIETY 



Mr. and Mrs. Jns. (i. Adrurk 
Mrs. Edith Wood Betkey 
Col. and Mr$. C. k. Blum 
Mr. and Mrs. Y J. Blum 
John W. BorkowskL Jr. 
Lee S. B or sos 

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Bridges 

Richard Bridges 

Mrs. Emma Bryant 

Mr. and Mrs. Roland Corey 

Edward Crusse 

Mrs. Lottie Daseh 

Tena Deck 

Myrtle Dudrow 

Mrs. Shirley Eben 

Madaline M. Evans 

Mrs. William I,. Flcsitmari 

Christena Gaedke 

Harry Gaedke 

Charles Goldston 

Ruth Goldston 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hensler 
Iva Wood Page 



Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hensler 

Mrs. Rose Hess 

Mr. Fred Jenson 

Mrs. Evelyn Krs 

Mrs. Josephine Lang 

Mrs. Carrie Wood Law ton 

Mr. Grant Lewis 

Mr. John MacPhcrson 

Horace and Esther McCarter 

xMiss Janet Martin 

Miss Naur) Martin 

Mrs. Ruth Wood Martin 

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Matarozza 

Middleborough Inn 

Mrs. Marie Nash 

Mrs. Marie B. Nizer 

Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Porter, Sr. 

Mrs. Cdra L. Porter 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Porter, Sr. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Porter 

Miss Sarah Lynn Porter 

Mr. and Mrs. William Porter 



Mr. and Mrs. Neil Rizzo 

Rosalie P. Sadler 

Mrs. Sadie Sauter 

Mrs. Anna Scott 

Mrs. Roberta Wood Sears 

Mr. Roy Steinke 

Mrs. Margaret Tabeleny 

Mrs. Frances P. Totaro 

Mr. and Mrs. James Tutehton 

Mr. Nathan Tutehton 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Tutehton 

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. I nger 

William J. W agner 

Mrs. Bessie Weidingcr 

Lee 0. Williams 

Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Williams 

Kay Wolfe 

Norbert S. Wilson 

Mrs.- Elizabeth Wood 

Mrs. Lottie V. Wood 

Mr. and Mrs. James W. Wood 

Callie Young 

Adclla Wood Adelsberser 



EGAR 



Sates, he. 

NOVELTIES • GIFTS 
PAPER GOODS 
PARTY FAVORS 
WHEEL MERCHANDISE 
9102 BE LAIR ROAD 
PHONE 665-6796 
Represented by Elmer Kopicky 
Home phone: 668-6813 



Compliments 
of 

A Friend 



Best wishes from 
FOOD FAIR STORES, Inc. 



TrkRiver 
Democratic Club, Inc. 

Pres. J?nx -William H. Peters. 3rd. 



JENDER PUBLICITY CO. 

Complete Printing Service 



201 -1/2 S. Marilyn Ave. 
Baltimore, Md. 2122T 
687-7370 



Compliments 



MARS 
SUPER MARKETS 



m 
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\dvettiset Listing 

Thf Heritage Society of Essex 
and Middle Kiver would like to 
express? our thanks to those 
members of our Business Com- 
munity whose support has made 
this publication possible. 

Ace Heating Oil 
Aero Motors 
Albert MiJke & Sons, Inc. 
Award Designers, Inc. 
B, & B. Liquors 
B. J, Beauty Salon 
Bayside Sporting Goods 
Bosch Distributors 
Boots Beauty Salon 
Brunswick Crown tones 
B. Bugatch Stores, Ina 
Charles Bootery 
Charlie Irish 
Club Bar 
Community Jewelers 
Country Ridge Coiffure's 
Connelly Funeral Home 
E & M Discount Liquors 
Eastern Pet Shop, Inc. 

Egar Sales, Inc. 
Essex Card & Gift Shop 
Essex Dinner 
Essex Drug Store 
Essex Jewelers 
Essex Ladies Democratic Club 
Fleming & Sheeley 
Food Fair Stores, Inc. 
Geres beck's Food land 
Gino's Hamburgers 
Green's Liquors 
Hoffman's Lounge 
Henry J. Betz & Son 
Jender Publicity Co. 
Jo's Grocery 
Kean Cleaners 
Lazarus Pharmacy 
Marlyn Pharmacy 
Mars Super Market 
Mary's Style Center 
M & M Bus Lines 
National Brewery 
Norman R. Neimiller 
Newman's Highs Store 
Norman's Package Liquors, Inc. 
Paul's TV 
Peter's Restaurant 
Philip W. Green Insurance 
Pizza John's 
P!aza Lounge 
Popular Club 
Professional Pharmacy of Essex 
Raymond's Clothing 
Roma Spaghetti House 
Rosa Mae Beauty Salon 
Tri River Democratic Club, Inc. 
Virginia Hormess 
I : : sh & Company 



First Shoe Repair Shop 

by Mrs. Anna Persia Betkey 




Rocco Persia opened his first shoe 
repair shop in 1920 on the lot at the 
rear of Margaret and Maryland 
Avenues. The house at 13 Margaret 
Avenue was built in 1922, and the 
shop was then loeated in the front 
of the house. 

The house at 517 Eastern Blvd. 
was built in 1928 and the shop was 
built on the side of the house with 
the entrance on Margaret Avenue. 

The shoe repair shop was closed 
and the store was reopened as a 
package goods store in June 1945" 
by Elmer and Anna (Persia) Betkey. 

Another daughter of Rocco 
Persia, Frances Button Marek, was 
employed in 1926 by Miss Anna 
Musgrove who was the Land Agent 
for the Essex Land Co. In 1931, 
Mrs. Marek was Assistant Post- 
master under Mr, Joseph Banz. 



Compliments of 

Ladies Essex 
Democratic Club 

INCORPORATED 



Mgr. Roy Gnogey 



\3B 



£ BAR 



Music on W eekends 

525 EASTERN BLVD. 
ESSEX 

PHONE: 686-9811 




WEBBB 

P and Lounge 

Serving The Finest Foods 
For Over 30 Years 

• 3 DINING ROOMS 
• COCKTAIL BAR & LOUNGE 

— Banquet Facilities — 

OPEN 1 1 A.M. 



686-6600 



CLOSE MONDAYS 

1528 EASTERN AVE. 
Corner Stemmers Run Rd. 

1 minutes from end of Beltway & Rt. 40 

IN ESSEX 
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We do it 
with taste. 



At National there's no such thing as 
a quick beer* It takes time to achieve 
good taste. We still brew our beer as if 
we had ali the time in the world. 



m 



Whatever it takes to make National the 
best tasting beer you ever tasted... we do. 

National . . . the beer you can call your own 






cThe National BrewtiM Co. of Ba'to v Md. at Baito., Md. Also Rfroenii * tytanni • QetroiL ... 
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he B. Bugatch Stores, Inc. 



salutes the Essex-Middle River Heritage 
Society and their officers for their valiant 
efforts in researching the history of this 
community and surroundings. 

Our store founded in 1914 by my father 
has also made history, and we who are 
proud of our own history and heritage 
gladly link with the Essex-Middle River 
Heritage Society in urging each and every 
one to help in their research efforts. 
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